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A meeting of the representitives of the railfan organizat- 
ons of Northern California took place at the Western Pacific 
building, San Francisco, on December 6th to work out dates for 
railfan excursions in 1950, The meeting was quite successful 
in that a number of conflicts in dates were worked out to the 





satisfaction of all concerned. 
that the group should meet again February 


There was general agreement 
2nd to re-check the 


situation, and that meetings should be scheduled every three 


months or so, 


A name was agreed upon for the meetings as the 
JOINT EXCURSION ADVISORY BOARD. 


It was decided to submit to 


the memberships of the various groups the plan for a joint 
picnic at Big Trees on August 13th in connection with the S.P.'s 
Suntan which will run to Big Trees for 100 or more fares. 

Trips announced as being planned for 1950 are listed as 


follows: 
February 12 PACIFIC ELECTRIC ~- Western Division 
Bay Area Electric Railroad Association 
March 12 SOUTHERN PACIFIC - San Ramon Valley 
California-Nevade Railroad Historical Society 
Open Date VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE - (Members Only) 
Northern California Railroad Club 
March 26 SACRAMENTO NORTHERN - Sacramento to Chico 
Bay Area Electric Railroad Association 
April 16 GENERAL COXE & SOUTHERN PACIFIC - Vallejo & Espar 
Railway & Locomotive Historical Society 
April 30 SOUTHERN PACIFIC = Olympia & Davenport 
Northern California Railroad Club 
May 12-13-14 WESTERN PACIFIC - CLOVER VALIEY - QUINCY 
California-Nevada Railroad Historical Society 
May 21 SOUTHERN PACIFIC = Sacramento to Placerville 
Sacramento Railroad Boosters 
June 4 WESTERN PACIFIC - TIDBWATER SOUTHERN to Turlock 


June 10 (Sat) 


California-Nevada Railroad Historical Society 
McCLOUD RIVER RAILROAD « (Members only) 
Northern California Railroad Club 


June 17-18 SOUTHERN PACIFIC - Stirling City 
Railway & Locomotive Historical Society 
August 13 SOUTHERN PACIFIC - Picnic at Big Trees 


September 2-3-4 
September 8-9-10 


September 17 


Joint Picnic of all railfan groups 
BAMBERGER-SLG&W-BINGHAM COPPER PIT 

Bay Area Electric Railroad Association 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC-McCLOUD-WESTERN PACIFIC 

Railway & Locomotive Historical Society and 

California-Nevada Railroad Historical Society 
NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC - Sonoma Valley 

Northern California Railroad Club 


October 7-8 SACRAMENTO NORTHERN 
Bay Area “lectric Railroad Association 
October 22 SIERRA RAILROAD - Oakdale to Tuolumne 
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: Trolley Wires Being Moved 


Overhead wires and supports of the 
abandoned No. 40 Municipal Railway of 
San Francisco suburban line to San Mateo 
are being removed in San Mateo and Burl- 
ingame by the Salco Iron and Metal Company. 
Wires on the streets of Burlingame and 
parts of San Mateo are already down and 
the down-town portion of San teo will 
be removed after the holidays as yuletide 
decorations are suspended from the wires, 
Removal of the wires, poles and 
“tracks on the private right of way has 
started at Burlingame and is working 
north. The City of Burlingame is planning 
. to use the right of way near the business 
, area for auto parking and some plans are 
j being discussed for use of the right of 
way for highway purposes, 
Tracks had previously been removed 
di from a short portion near the San Bruno 
Wore of a ca hence SP. depot when the crossings were re- 
ing wires of the old No. 40 trolley paved, but this is the first real scrapping 
line. They expect to be in down- of the line which was abandoned almost 


town San Mateo after the holiday 
season. & year ago. 





MUNICIPAL RAILWAY NOTES: The "41" extension of the F line 
between Third and Townsend Streets 
being replaced by busses "due to sewer construction 
al 4 work on Brannan Street", This last ex-Market Street 
iw? 
‘Seven A-type cars went to Sutro as a result of the 
change and will see service on the H line. As of Friday, 
and 930) were put in storage. The 600's and 916 and 891 
are still in service on the C line, 
cars already disposed of in recent weeks: 940, 965, 968, 
977, 979, 980, 983, 984 and 985, The following cars are now 
972, 973, 978, 986, 988, 230, 654, 924, 925, 926, 927, 928, 
929 and 938, 
Market took place Saturday morning, December 10th, with busses 
taking over December 12th, -- "Jerry" 


ia (S.P. Depot) and Second and Market ceased operation 
sf line will probably never see street cars again. 
December 9th the high-speed upper 900's (975, 976, 974, 931 
Scrapping of ex-Market cars continues with the following 
being scrapped at Sutro Barn: 964, 966, 967, 969, 970, 971, 
Last operation of the F line extension to. Second and 
ESAS a lm me 





COMMUTER-EMPLOYEE PUBLICATIONS FIGHT FOR RAILS Two publications 











have crossed your 
editor's desk recently which have been issued by rider and union 
groups to fight plans to substitute busses for electric railway 
facilities. In Northern California the "Bay Area Transportation 
News" is being issued by a rider group at a dollar per year at 
1247-34th Avee, Oakland. In Southern California the railroad 
brotherhoods have issued "The Commter" at 5¢ per copy at 308 


Central Building, Los Angeles. 
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NEVADA COUNTY TRACTION COMPANY, 


Besides the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad the Nevada 
County of California had a short standard gauge street car line 
to make its railroad history noteworthy. The Nevada County 

traction Company was a five 


mile long semi-interurban 
street car line between the 
i. cities of Grass Valley and ‘ 
on _ Nevada City. When the line 


was incorporated March 29, 
1901, the promoters thought 
the cars might look like the 
drawing on the left, but as 
the photographs of the 
actual cars indicate a mich 
better looking car was used, 
They secured a number of 
franchises and there was 
much public interest. 


"The law firm of Nilon & Nilon began the unravelling of 
the necessary legal red-tape and when the prize package finally 
came into view, Mr. John Martin was ensconced as President ofthe 
Nevada County Traction Company; A. M. Hotaling, Vice-President; 
F, L, Fitzgerald, Secretary-Treasurer; C. C. Skewes, Superint- 
endent. The line was capitalized at $100,000 and was projected 
from Grass Valley to Nevada City via Town Talk, where the car- 
barn was located, and Glenbrook, where the power-house was situated 

"First estimated at six miles, the line as finally constructed 
extended five and seven-tenths miles with two turnouts, each two 
hundred and twenty feet in length. The line was equipped with 
four passenger cars, of the monitor-roof summer-and-winter type, 
which cost a total of $21,588.59. They had double trolleys and 
double trucks, and were the only cars on the Pacific Coast at F 
the time that were heated throughout by electricity. 

"It is interesting to note that street-car advertising, j 
one of the most potent forms of present-day sales promotion, 
was first attempted on the Nevada County Traction Company. . 
"Local advertising proclaimed the line as "California's 

Finest Electric Railroad", “Rides Lke a Pullman". . A five ! 
cent fare was decided upon and service inaugurated. So great oy 
was civic pride in the line that Grass Valley and Nevada City, = 


termini of the line, both placed urgent bids for the honor of 
opening the road. Obviously, this would be impossible, so the | 












management with Solomon-like judgement announced that the line 
would be opened at Glenbrook, half-way point on the line, on 
Admission Vay, September 9, 1901, which satisfied all concerned 
as no partiality was shown, 

"The little line began at the west end of Main or Broad 
Street in Nevad City, traversed the length of the street, crossed | 
the Broad Street Bridge where the rails can still be seen, turned | 
south and headed out of town, proceeding along the highway for 
some distance and then hitting off onto the private right-of-way. 
Near Town Talk is located the remains of the stone-walled power 
house which can still be seen, 

"Ine road operated eighteen roundtrips daily on an hourly 
basis, serving a population of 12,000 within a six-mile radius 
in "California's Richest Gold Regions", "Where Quartz Gold Was Middl. 
Discovered", November 5, 1923, saw the line beine officially 
abandoned, however, another Class "C" line whose downfall was Botto: 
brought about through the inevitable inroads of the highway" 


Courtesy of California-Nevada 
Railroad Historical Society 


Top--. 


The Wes 


The Western Railroader © Page Four 


Ltuated 
ructed 
two 
ith 
ype, 

and 
t 





Top----A capacity crown on Nevada County Traction car No. 1 on 
the streets of Grass Valley. from Louis Bradas 

Middle-The car house at Towntalk with car number 4 in the fore 
ground. from Ken Kidder 

Bottom-Car number 3 on the streets of Nevada City in front of 
the National Hotel. from Ken Kidder 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC SCRAPPINGS 





The following engines have been scrapped by 
the Southern Pacific since the last list in the 
"Western Railroader" 





1196 10/17 Sacramento 1123 11/14 Los Angeles 
2322 10/19 Bayshore 2298 11/14 Sacramento 
1780 10/27 Bayshore 1654 11/15 Bayshore 
4032 10/27 Portland 2308 11/17 Sacramento 
2624 10/31 Los Angeles 2943 11/17 Sacramento 
2942 11/1 Portland 2919 11/18 Portland 
2950 11/1 Portland 3121 11/18 Portland 
1128 11/7 Los Angeles 2640 11/21 Los Angeles 
2510 11/7 El Paso 1762 11/23 Los Angeles 
2932 11/8 Portland 2511 11/23 El Paso 
3124 11/8 Portland 1297 11/29 Sacramento 
1748 11/10 Bayshore 2736 11/29 Bayshore 
1757 11/14 Sacramento 1153 11/30 Los Angeles 


1248 11/14 Sacramento N.W.P. 111 10/31 Tiburon 


The following are awaiting scrapping: 1129, 1135, 1137, 1147, 

1208, 1658, 2242, 2283, 
2426, 2437, 2507, 2515, 2846, 2904, 2908, 2929, 2930, 2933, 
2940, 2945, 3052, 3100, 3214 and 3402, 


Engines 3619, 3668, 3753, 3721 and 3723 have been renumbered 
Texas & New Orleans 954, 940, 903, 904 and 905 respectively, 
being part of a group of 28 2-10-2's which are being trans- 
fered to the T&NO and renumbered, -- Ed Wrrer 





WESTERN PACIFIC SCRAPPINGS 





The following engines have been sold to Lauria 
Bros at Pittsburg, California, for scrapping and many 
have already been scrapped, 














2-8-0's: 2, 3, 5, 6, 9, 12, 14, 24, 28, 32, 45, 48, 51, 61, 64 
and 124 
4-6-0's: 71, 76, 77, 78, 81, 83, 86, 89, 99, 106, 


0-6-0's:; 155, 159, 
List courtesy W.P. Public 
2-8-2's: Sll, 314, 315. Relations Department 


Another group of approximately 30 engines are reported up 
for sale or scrap. The numbers are unknown at present, but it 
is reported that the group includes consolidations, mikes, 
mountains mallets and switchers, -- Ed Wrrer 


SANTA FE - UNION PACIFIC SCRAPPINGS 





The following Santa Fe engines have gone 
to Finkestein & Co for scrapping at Ono, near 
San Bernardino: 1458, 1462, 1665, 1804, 1812, 
1823, 1844, 3508, 3524, 3525 and 2531. 

-- Jack Whitmeyer 





The Union Pacific is now scrapping the following 2-8-8-0 
type locomotives at La Grande, Oregon: 3532, 3526, 3554, 3546, 
3513 and 3549, --- Ted Cannon 
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EUGENE STREET RAILWAY (Southern Pacific) 869 at Eugene, 
Oregon, from the Collection of W. C. Whittaker, 


THE RED ELECTRICS OF PORTLAND, OREGON -- Interurbans Special #8 





} The long awaited bulletin on the Southern Pacific's elect- 


ric lines in Oregon has arrived from “Interurbans" (Ira Swett, 
1414 S, Westmoreland Ave., Los Angeles 6, California - $1.00). 
The bulletin runs 24 pages 8}xll including 7 pages of current 
newSe 

A large number of photographs of the interurban equipment 
is included together with maps, rosters and history. It is 
very well done and should be of interest to all juice fans and 
a lot of S.P. railfans, 


} 
WRECK ON PORTLAND-OREGON CITY INTERURBAN At 7:33 a.m. on Nov. 





Sth a wreck occurred 
on the Oregon City Division of the Portland Traction Company, 
when car 1096 - train 116 - headed for Oregon City sideswiped 
car 4000 - train 117 —- Portland-bound at Meldrun, Car 4000, 

a former Indiana car, was so badly damaged that it will be 

scrapped, Car 1092 is the only wooden-body car to be painted 

in the new red and cream paint scheme, Car 4000's trucks will 

be placed under Broadway car 813 which is now in the Center 

Street Shops undergoing preliminary work to change it from a 

narrow gauge car to standard gauge for use on the interurban. 
-- Bay Area "Review" 


PACIFIC ELECTRIC CONVERTS 600's TO ONE-MAN Seventeen 600 type 
ears of the Pacific 
Electric are being coverted to one-man or two man oper- 
ation for use on the Glendale-Burbank line which is 
scheduled to go one-man during December of 1949, The 
cars, numbers 683-699, are being equipped with folding 
center doors for automatic center exit as well as 

other one-man features and are being renumbered 5050- 
5066. A 950-class three-car train which was operating on the 
Glendale line while the cars were being shopped has been replaced 
by the first of the 5050's--cars 5050, 561 and 5062, The cars 
are still operated in trains during the rush hours and will m.u,. 
with the 700 and 600 class cars, The P.E, plans to convert 

the Hollywood lines to one-man also if all goes well, 
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"SMELTER TRAIN OF THE ANACONDA STREET RAILWAYS" ' 
From the Collection of Walt Vielbaum 


THE ANACONDA STREET RAILWAYS Phil Johnson writes from vontanal 

as follows: "Perhaps the highligh) 
of the trip, as far as the railroad picture opportunities were f 
concerned, was the Sunday I laid over in Anaconda, Montana. The} 
Anaconda Street Railways is still a busy system with two routes, f 
plenty of street running as well as private right-of-way operatis 
The cars are wel kept, newly painted Pullman green with Tuscan Re 
trim, old-time wooden interurbans built by St Louis over 50 years 
ALO. They have vestibules at each end, car-end doors for passa 
between cars in trains, and the motors are double-end operated, 
The motors have pole trolleys at both ends. Motor cars are nuw 
10, 14, 15, 16 and 17; trailers are numbers 1l, 12 (ex-motors) « 
25 through 30. Trailers 25-30 are the same general design as t 
motors, but somewhat shorter, 

Single cars are operated in frequent service on the Smelter f 
and Opportunity lines (the latter 93 miles long, longest 5¢ rideff 
in the U.S.).e Duringthe shift changes at the Anaconda Copper (ijl 
smelters the Smelter line operates 4 and 5 car trains using one i 
motor and the rest trailers even up a hellishly steep grade alom¥ 
a mountainside route. These trains carry 400 to 500 smelter ‘ 
workers each, They connect with the Opportunity car at the east 
end of town and, during the mid-afternoon shift change, the two- 
mile long Third Street single track with turnout passing tracks 
is a busy place with the westbound Opportunity car taking the 


sidings for the two eastbound Smelter-b kL 
other only a few minutes apart. ound trains which follow 


SALT LAKE CITY NOTES 





















The Bamberger Railroad is planning a revision 
of its echedules to cut about a third of its runs 
off the board. Busses will be substituted for 
some, but not all, of the canceled runs. Car 322, 1 
the line's only double end car, which burned at 
Ogden six weeks ago, is now being rebuilt. The line is paint- 
ing its cars a new bright oranrce--even brighter than Key System 
orange. Hyman-Michaels has three former Utah-Idaho Central 
freight motors stored on a sidius at Arsenal on the Bamberger. 
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